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Korea Equity Strategy

Update on the de-leveraging process in Korea (2)

The Korea market has undergone an intense period of de-leveraging since mid-
June. The KOSPI index is now down almost -40% from the peak on 22 June in a
highly volatile move. What was triggered by routine fundamental concerns and
rotational flow was amplified by leveraged ETFs, and in recent days increasingly
has the hallmarks of hedge fund positioning unwind. Following our update last
week (where we estimated that leveraged ETF unwind was 75% through and equity
H/F de-leveraging >50% through), we now believe that leveraged ETF unwind
is complete and hedge funds are done with ~90% of de-leveraging (both to
acceptable levels). While it is likely that the price damage we have seen this week
has residual spillovers into further de-leveraging over the coming days, and that
many investors continue to exercise caution into the FOMC this week (high risk
ofarate hike) and hyperscaler earnings (high expectations), the positioning setup
in Korea now appears attractive on balance — and complements the cheap
valuations and earnings momentum.

e De-leveraging update: (1) Leveraged ETFs AUM has normalized:
Leveraged ETFs with Korea underlyings grew to $50bn in AUM by late June.
Relative to its market size, this was 4x larger than the US and led to very
pronounced volatility (and forced de-leveraging on down-days — which then
caused positioning unwinds from other investors). With the reversal of the
market, this cohort is now down to $17bn. In addition, the previously rapid
inflows into these products have stalled in recent days (not much dip buying).
As aresult, the VKOSPI to VIX ratio has started to decline and will likely fall
further. (2) HF leverage has almost normalized: Swap capacity constraints
kept a lid on HF leverage buildup in Korea. Still, L/S ratios in the JPM Prime
book rose up to 5.7x. The process of normalization from there is now well
advanced. This ratio dropped to 3.2x by 27 Jul, and given the unwind in the
Price Momentum factor over 28 and 29 Jul, HF leverage has likely declined
further, and not very far from the top end of 2025°s range. (3) Retail leverage
through margins less of a risk: Margin balances were never particularly high
or witnessing rapid growth. Balances have moderated somewhat to ~$20bn
now. And, unlike leveraged ETFs that undergo a process of forced de-
leveraging on any spot price declines, margin lending comes with buffers and
discretion. Korean retail investors still have ample equity gains, cash balances,
higher incomes and overseas assets to tap into to absorb any margin calls should
they want to keep the position. (4) Record foreign outflows are slowing: LO
selling pressure has substantially eased as Korea (and particularly the memory
names) has underperformed, meaning that the two heavyweights are now only
6.5% and 4.5% weights in MSCI EM (vs 9.5% and 8.3% in late June).

o Diversification trades remain in play: We continue to like: (1) “wealth
effect” exposures (department stores, cosmetics, travel, brokers, construction)
have a compelling tailwind; (2) Bio-pharma is a substantial laggard that
potentially benefits from globally improving sentiment around the healthcare
sector; (3) Pref share discounts are near record wides — with the resultant
elevated yields offering good carry; (4) Banks look particularly attractive with
a triple tailwind from improving asset quality with income growth, BOK rate
hiking cycle a tailwind for NIMs, and heightened market volumes contributing
to brokerage revenues.
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Figure 1: KOSPI index has now declined ~40% from the peak of 22 Jun Figure 2: This week’s move has brought index RSI to oversold levels
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Source: Bloomberg Finance L.P., J.P. Morgan Equity Macro Research. Source: Bloomberg Finance L.P., J.P. Morgan Equity Macro Research.

Figure 3: KOSPI fwd P/E at 5x is cheap - even after adjusting for Figure 4: 5x estimated FCF is, similarly, “crisis-level” valuation
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Source: Bloomberg Finance L.P., J.P. Morgan Equity Macro Research. Source: Bloomberg Finance L.P., J.P. Morgan Equity Macro Research.
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Figure 5: Our simplistic modeling of memory price longevity suggests Figure 6: Relative to this, spot memory prices on aggregate are still
current market pricing implies memory prices start normalizing to pre- moving higher; contract prices up in 3Q too - albeit at slower pace g-q
Al levels in early 2027; each extra year adds ~$150bn

Key memory maker's valuation based on how long prices sustain at 2026-average
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Source: Bloomberg Finance L.P., J.P. Morgan Equity Macro Research. Source: Bloomberg Finance L.P., J.P. Morgan Equity Macro Research.
Figure 7: Korea market concentration has been another problem - Figure 8: Notably, in the correction in July, market breadth (advance-
which led to very narrow breadth until recently declines) has actually held up relatively well - indicating losses were
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Figure 9: Indeed, KOSPI decline has matched with underperformance Figure 10: Similarly, in the US, the unwind of concentration has been
of memory names - but this appears to be stabilizing violent, but likely healthy
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Figure 11: Relative performance of market segments in Korea - big catchup from laggards in Value and Defensive spaces
relative to KOSPI
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Figure 12: In terms of leveraged ETFs, their AUM has now declined to
levels we believe are no longer problematic
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Source: Bloomberg Finance L.P., J.P. Morgan Equity Macro Research.

Figure 14: As a result, KOSPI volatility has started to normalize and will
likely continue to
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Source: Bloomberg Finance L.P., J.P. Morgan Equity Macro Research.
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Figure 13: Inflows into leveraged products has also stalled in recent
days - with recent regulatory tightening potentially keeping inflows in
check
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Source: Bloomberg Finance L.P., J.P. Morgan Equity Macro Research.

Figure 15: The open interest of single stock futures (implementation
channel of the leveraged ETFs) continues to moderate as well
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Figure 16: L/S ratio for hedge funds in the JPM Prime book has
declined from highs...
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Figure 18: For retail investors, margin leverage is not too high and has
not climbed very aggressively this year
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Figure 17: ... and has likely further normalized looking at the sharp
underperformance of the Price Momentum factor over 28 and 29 July
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Source: Bloomberg Finance L.P., J.P. Morgan Equity Macro Research.

Figure 19: As a share of market cap, margin balances have actually
been declining this year
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Figure 20: For foreign investors overall, they have sold >$110bn of
Korean equities YTD, but most of this was due to mandate constraints
for LOs on owning large-caps
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Figure 21: Indeed, 90% of the outflow is from the two memory names;
the decline in EM index weights of these stocks has substantially
slowed outflows
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Figure 22: Foreign flows by market segments and key market regimes YTD - a lot of sectors seeing buying even during the latest KOSPI correction
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Authority (DFSA) and its registered address is Dubai International Financial Centre - The Gate, West Wing, Level 3 and 9 PO Box 506551,
Dubai, UAE. This material has been distributed by JP Morgan Chase Bank, N.A., Dubai Branch to persons regarded as professional clients or
market counterparties as defined under the DFSA rules.

European Economic Area (EEA): Unless specified to the contrary, research is distributed in the EEA by J.P. Morgan SE (“JPM SE”), which is
authorised as a credit institution by the Federal Financial Supervisory Authority (Bundesanstalt fiir Finanzdienstleistungsaufsicht, BaFin) and
jointly supervised by the BaFin, the German Central Bank (Deutsche Bundesbank) and the European Central Bank (ECB). JPM SE is a
company headquartered in Frankfurt with registered address at TaunusTurm, Taunustor 1, Frankfurt am Main, 60310, Germany. The material
has been distributed in the EEA to persons regarded as professional investors (or equivalent) pursuant to Art. 4 para. 1 no. 10 and Annex II of
MiFID II and its respective implementation in their home jurisdictions (“EEA professional investors”). This material must not be acted on or
relied on by persons who are not EEA professional investors. Any investment or investment activity to which this material relates is only
available to EEA relevant persons and will be engaged in only with EEA relevant persons.

Hong Kong: J.P. Morgan Securities (Asia Pacific) Limited (CE number AAJ321) is regulated by the Hong Kong Monetary Authority and the
Securities and Futures Commission in Hong Kong, and J.P. Morgan Broking (Hong Kong) Limited (CE number AAB027) is regulated by the
Securities and Futures Commission in Hong Kong. JP Morgan Chase Bank, N.A., Hong Kong Branch (CE Number AAL996) is regulated by the
Hong Kong Monetary Authority and the Securities and Futures Commission, is organized under the laws of the United States with limited
liability. Where the distribution of this material is a regulated activity in Hong Kong, the material is distributed in Hong Kong by or through J.P.
Morgan Securities (Asia Pacific) Limited and/or J.P. Morgan Broking (Hong Kong) Limited.

India: J.P. Morgan India Private Limited (Corporate Identity Number - U67120MH1992FTC068724), having its registered office at J.P. Morgan
Tower, Off. C.S.T. Road, Kalina, Santacruz - East, Mumbai — 400098, is registered with the Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) as a
‘Research Analyst’ having registration number INHO00001873. J.P. Morgan India Private Limited is also registered with SEBI as a member of
the National Stock Exchange of India Limited and the Bombay Stock Exchange Limited (SEBI Registration Number — INZ000239730) and as a
Merchant Banker (SEBI Registration Number - MB/INM000002970). Telephone: 91-22-6157 3000, Facsimile: 91-22-6157 3990 and Website:
http://www.jpmipl.com. JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A. - Mumbai Branch is licensed by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) (Licence No. 53/
Licence No. BY.4/94; SEBI - IN/CUS/014/ CDSL : IN-DP-CDSL-444-2008/ IN-DP-NSDL-285-2008/ INBIO0000984/ INE231311239) as a
Scheduled Commercial Bank in India, which is its primary license allowing it to carry on Banking business in India and other activities, which a
Bank branch in India are permitted to undertake. For non-local research material, this material is not distributed in India by J.P. Morgan India
Private Limited. Compliance Officer: Ashutosh Sharma; ashutosh.j.sharma@jpmchase.com; +912261575002. Grievance Officer: Ramprasadh
K, jpmipl.research.feedback@jpmorgan.com; +912261573000. Registration granted by SEBI and certification from NISM in no way guarantee
performance of the intermediary or provide any assurance of returns to investors. Please visit Terms and Conditions and Most Important Terms
and Conditions (MITC). The annual Compliance audit report is available at http://www.jpmipl.com/#research.
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Indonesia: PT J.P. Morgan Sekuritas Indonesia is a member of the Indonesia Stock Exchange and is registered and supervised by the Otoritas
Jasa Keuangan (OJK).

Korea: J.P. Morgan Securities (Far East) Limited, Seoul Branch, is a member of the Korea Exchange (KRX). JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A.,
Seoul Branch, is licensed as a branch office of foreign bank (JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A.) in Korea. Both entities are regulated by the Financial
Services Commission (FSC) and the Financial Supervisory Service (FSS). For non-macro research material, the material is distributed in Korea
by or through J.P. Morgan Securities (Far East) Limited, Seoul Branch.

Japan: JPMorgan Securities Japan Co., Ltd. and JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A., Tokyo Branch are regulated by the Financial Services Agency in
Japan.

Malaysia: This material is issued and distributed in Malaysia by JPMorgan Securities (Malaysia) Sdn Bhd (18146-X), which is a Participating
Organization of Bursa Malaysia Berhad and holds a Capital Markets Services License issued by the Securities Commission in Malaysia.

Mexico: J.P. Morgan Casa de Bolsa, S.A. de C.V., J.P. Morgan Grupo Financiero is member of the Mexican Stock Exchange (“Bolsa Mexicana
de Valores”) and the Institutional Stock Exchange (“Bolsa Institucional de Valores™), and it is authorized to act as a broker dealer by the
National Banking and Securities Exchange Commission (“Comisién Nacional Bancaria y de Valores”).

New Zealand: This material is issued and distributed by JPMSAL in New Zealand only to "wholesale clients" (as defined in the Financial
Markets Conduct Act 2013). JPMSAL is registered as a Financial Service Provider under the Financial Service providers (Registration and
Dispute Resolution) Act of 2008.

Philippines: J.P. Morgan Securities Philippines Inc. is a Trading Participant of the Philippine Stock Exchange and a member of the Securities
Clearing Corporation of the Philippines and the Securities Investor Protection Fund. It is regulated by the Securities and Exchange Commission.

Singapore: This material is issued and distributed in Singapore by or through J.P. Morgan Securities Singapore Private Limited (JPMSS)
[MDDI (P) 057/08/2025 and Co. Reg. No.: 199405335R], which is a member of the Singapore Exchange Securities Trading Limited, and/or
JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A., Singapore branch (JPMCB Singapore), both of which are regulated by the Monetary Authority of Singapore. This
material is issued and distributed in Singapore only to accredited investors, expert investors and institutional investors, as defined in Section 4A
of the Securities and Futures Act, Cap. 289 (SFA). This material is not intended to be issued or distributed to any retail investors or any other
investors that do not fall into the classes of “accredited investors,” “expert investors” or “institutional investors,” as defined under Section 4A of
the SFA. Recipients of this material in Singapore are to contact JPMSS or JPMCB Singapore in respect of any matters arising from, or in
connection with, the material.

South Africa: J.P. Morgan Equities South Africa Proprietary Limited and JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A., Johannesburg Branch are members of
the Johannesburg Securities Exchange and are regulated by the Financial Services Conduct Authority (FSCA).

Taiwan: J.P. Morgan Securities (Taiwan) Limited is a participant of the Taiwan Stock Exchange (company-type) and regulated by the Taiwan
Securities and Futures Bureau. Material relating to equity securities is issued and distributed in Taiwan by J.P. Morgan Securities (Taiwan)
Limited, subject to the license scope and the applicable laws and the regulations in Taiwan. To the extent that J.P. Morgan Securities
(Taiwan) Limited produces research materials on securities not listed on the Taiwan Stock Exchange or Taipei Exchange (“Non-Taiwan
Listed Securities”), these materials shall not constitute securities reccommendations for the purpose of applicable Taiwan regulations,
and, for the avoidance of doubt, J.P. Morgan Securities (Taiwan) Limited does not act as broker for Non-Taiwan Listed Securities.
According to Paragraph 2, Article 7-1 of Operational Regulations Governing Securities Firms Recommending Trades in Securities to Customers
(as amended or supplemented) and/or other applicable laws or regulations, please note that the recipient of this material is not permitted to
engage in any activities in connection with the material that may give rise to conflicts of interests, unless otherwise disclosed in the “Important
Disclosures” in this material.

Thailand: This material is issued and distributed in Thailand by JPMorgan Securities (Thailand) Ltd., which is a member of the Stock Exchange
of Thailand and is regulated by the Ministry of Finance and the Securities and Exchange Commission. The registered address is 548 One City
Center Building, 50th Floor, Ploenchit Road, Lumphini, Pathum Wan, Bangkok 10330.

UK: Research is produced in the UK by J.P. Morgan Securities plc (“JPMS plc”) which is a member of the London Stock Exchange and is
authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority or
J.P. Morgan Markets Limited (“JPMML Ltd”) which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Unless specified to the
contrary, this material is distributed in the UK by JPMS plc and is directed in the UK only to: (a) persons having professional experience in
matters relating to investments falling within article 19(5) of the Financial Services and Markets Act 2000 (Financial Promotion) (Order) 2005
(“the FPO”); (b) persons outlined in article 49 of the FPO (high net worth companies, unincorporated associations or partnerships, the trustees of
high value trusts, etc.); or (c) any persons to whom this communication may otherwise lawfully be made; all such persons being referred to as
"UK relevant persons". This material must not be acted on or relied on by persons who are not UK relevant persons. Any investment or
investment activity to which this material relates is only available to UK relevant persons and will be engaged in only with UK relevant persons.
A description of J.P. Morgan EMEA’s policy for prevention and avoidance of conflicts of interest related to the production of Research can be
found at the following link: J.P. Morgan EMEA - Research Independence Policy .

U.S.: J.P. Morgan Securities LLC (“JPMS”) is a member of the NYSE, FINRA, SIPC, and the NFA. JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A. is a member
of the FDIC. Material published by non-U.S. affiliates is distributed in the U.S. by JPMS who accepts responsibility for its content.
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General: Additional information is available upon request. The information in this material has been obtained from sources believed to be
reliable. While all reasonable care has been taken to ensure that the facts stated in this material are accurate and that the forecasts, opinions and
expectations contained herein are fair and reasonable, JPMorgan Chase & Co. or its affiliates and/or subsidiaries (collectively J.P. Morgan) make
no representations or warranties whatsoever to the completeness or accuracy of the material provided, except with respect to any disclosures
relative to J.P. Morgan and the Research Analyst's involvement with the issuer that is the subject of the material. Accordingly, no reliance should
be placed on the accuracy, fairness or completeness of the information contained in this material. There may be certain discrepancies with data
and/or limited content in this material as a result of calculations, adjustments, translations to different languages, and/or local regulatory
restrictions, as applicable. These discrepancies should not impact the overall investment analysis, views and/or recommendations of the subject
company(ies) that may be discussed in the material. Artificial intelligence tools may have been used in the preparation of this material, including
assisting in data analysis, pattern recognition, and content drafting for research material. J.P. Morgan accepts no liability whatsoever for any loss
arising from any use of this material or its contents, and neither J.P. Morgan nor any of its respective directors, officers or employees, shall be in
any way responsible for the contents hereof, apart from the liabilities and responsibilities that may be imposed on them by the relevant
regulatory authority in the jurisdiction in question, or the regulatory regime thereunder. Opinions, forecasts or projections contained in this
material represent J.P. Morgan's current opinions or judgment as of the date of the material only and are therefore subject to change without
notice. Periodic updates may be provided on companies/industries based on company-specific developments or announcements, market
conditions or any other publicly available information. There can be no assurance that future results or events will be consistent with any such
opinions, forecasts or projections, which represent only one possible outcome. Furthermore, such opinions, forecasts or projections are subject
to certain risks, uncertainties and assumptions that have not been verified, and future actual results or events could differ materially. The value
of, or income from, any investments referred to in this material may fluctuate and/or be affected by changes in exchange rates. All pricing is
indicative as of the close of market for the securities discussed, unless otherwise stated. Past performance is not indicative of future results.
Accordingly, investors may receive back less than originally invested. This material is not intended as an offer or solicitation for the purchase or
sale of any financial instrument. The opinions and recommendations herein do not take into account individual client circumstances, objectives,
or needs and are not intended as recommendations of particular securities, financial instruments or strategies to particular clients. This material
may include views on structured securities, options, futures and other derivatives. These are complex instruments, may involve a high degree of
risk and may be appropriate investments only for sophisticated investors who are capable of understanding and assuming the risks involved. The
recipients of this material must make their own independent decisions regarding any securities or financial instruments mentioned herein and
should seek advice from such independent financial, legal, tax or other adviser as they deem necessary. J.P. Morgan may trade as a principal on
the basis of the Research Analysts’ views and research, and it may also engage in transactions for its own account or for its clients’ accounts in a
manner inconsistent with the views taken in this material, and J.P. Morgan is under no obligation to ensure that such other communication is
brought to the attention of any recipient of this material. Others within J.P. Morgan, including Strategists, Sales staff and other Research
Analysts, may take views that are inconsistent with those taken in this material. Employees of J.P. Morgan not involved in the preparation of this
material may have investments in the securities (or derivatives of such securities) mentioned in this material and may trade them in ways
different from those discussed in this material. This material is not an advertisement for or marketing of any issuer, its products or services, or its
securities in any jurisdiction.

Confidentiality and Security Notice: This transmission may contain information that is privileged, confidential, legally privileged, and/or
exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying,
distribution, or use of the information contained herein (including any reliance thereon) is STRICTLY PROHIBITED. Although this
transmission and any attachments are believed to be free of any virus or other defect that might affect any computer system into which it is
received and opened, it is the responsibility of the recipient to ensure that it is virus free and no responsibility is accepted by JPMorgan Chase &
Co., its subsidiaries and affiliates, as applicable, for any loss or damage arising in any way from its use. If you received this transmission in
error, please immediately contact the sender and destroy the material in its entirety, whether in electronic or hard copy format. This message is
subject to electronic monitoring: https:/www.jpmorgan.com/disclosures/email

MSCI: Certain information herein (“Information”) is reproduced by permission of MSCI Inc., its affiliates and information providers (“MSCI”)
©2026. No reproduction or dissemination of the Information is permitted without an appropriate license. MSCI MAKES NO EXPRESS OR
IMPLIED WARRANTIES (INCLUDING MERCHANTABILITY OR FITNESS) AS TO THE INFORMATION AND DISCLAIMS ALL
LIABILITY TO THE EXTENT PERMITTED BY LAW. No Information constitutes investment advice, except for any applicable Information
from MSCI ESG Research. Subject also to msci.com/disclaimer

Sustainalytics: Certain information, data, analyses and opinions contained herein are reproduced by permission of Sustainalytics and: (1)
includes the proprietary information of Sustainalytics; (2) may not be copied or redistributed except as specifically authorized; (3) do not
constitute investment advice nor an endorsement of any product or project; (4) are provided solely for informational purposes; and (5) are not
warranted to be complete, accurate or timely. Sustainalytics is not responsible for any trading decisions, damages or other losses related to it or
its use. The use of the data is subject to conditions available at https://www.sustainalytics.com/legal-disclaimers. ©2026 Sustainalytics. All
Rights Reserved.

"Other Disclosures" last revised July 04, 2026.

Copyright 2026 JPMorgan Chase & Co. All rights reserved. This material or any portion hereof may not be reprinted, sold or
redistributed without the written consent of J.P. Morgan. It is strictly prohibited to use or share without prior written consent from J.P.
Morgan any research material received from J.P. Morgan or an authorized third-party (“J.P. Morgan Data”) in any third-party
artificial intelligence (“AI”) systems or models when such J.P. Morgan Data is accessible by a third-party.
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